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Workshop description 
 
In order to address discrimination, we must understand and address its fundamental basis of 
systemic oppression. Stratification economics goes beyond myopic mainstream 
conceptualisations of discrimination and recognises the historical, institutional, and structural 
factors that create and maintain socioeconomic disparities and hierarchies. To critically 
approach the economics of discrimination, this workshop will focus on stratification 
economics, a systematic and empirically grounded approach to addressing intergroup 
inequality (Darity, 2005). Focusing on racial discrimination, we will discuss the core elements 
of stratification economics, critically evaluate its relevance, and apply these understandings 
to construct case studies and solutions for change. In our discussions, we will consider an 
array of topics, including intersecting oppressions, reparative justice, and the role of 
knowledge production in overcoming injustice and creating a better world. 
 
Learning objectives 
 

• Critically evaluate the economics of discrimination through an anti-oppressive, racial 
justice-centred lens 

• Understand the core elements, methodologies, and ideological underpinnings of 
stratification economics 

• Apply these understandings to case studies of oppression and discrimination against 
people of the global majority 
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Introduce workshop, 
facilitator and 
participants; 
Critically evaluate the 
economics of 
discrimination through an 
anti-oppressive, racial 
justice-centred lens 

Understand the core 
elements, 
methodologies, and 
ideological underpinnings 
of stratification 
economics 

Develop understanding 
of stratification 
economics through the 
concepts of intersecting 
oppressions and the 
matrix of domination 

Apply understandings to 
case study examples of 
oppression and 
discrimination against 
people of the global 
majority 
 

Critically evaluate the 
solutions to 
discrimination provided 
by stratification 
economics; 
Apply all understandings 
to solutions for a better 
future 

Conclude 
and 
summarise 
workshop 
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Interactive lecture: 
Introduction, shared 
principles and definitions  
 
Reading task: 
Summarise mainstream 
economics’ problem with 
racial discrimination 
 
Reflection: Learning 
needs; expectations; 
positionality 

Reading task: 
Summarise the core 
elements of stratifications 
economics 
 
Reflection: Learning 
needs; shared principles 

Interactive lecture: 
Using intersecting 
oppressions and 
decolonisation to develop 
stratification economics 
 
Discussion: Discuss the 
value of these concepts 
for a stratification 
approach to the 
economics of 
discrimination 

Research task: Select a 
recent crisis event and 
examine how it 
exemplified/exacerbated 
discrimination and 
stratification. 
 
Reflection: Learning 
needs; personal interest 
in topics 

Interactive lecture: 
Visioning exercise to 
build our collective 
imagination around a 
better economy and a 
better future 
 
Reflection: Imagining a 
better future 

Interactive 
lecture: 
Workshop 
summary, 
feedback, 
and final 
reflections 
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Interactive lecture: 
Unpacking the 
economics of racial 
discrimination  
 
 
Discussion: Discuss the 
economics of 
discrimination, anti-
oppression and racial 
justice 

Interactive lecture: 
Stratification economics: 
core elements, 
methodologies and 
ideologies 
 
Discussion: Critically 
evaluate stratification 
economics’ relevance for 
addressing discrimination 

Reading task: Complete 
readings, consolidate 
notes and select an 
example of crisis and 
discrimination 

Interactive lecture: 
Racially asymmetric 21st 
century crises: covid-19 
and Black communities in 
the US and the UK 
 
Discussion: Discuss the 
economics of 
discrimination in the 
chosen examples 

Interactive lecture: 
Racial justice, 
reparations and 
decolonisation 
 
 
Discussion: Critically 
evaluate and discuss 
mainstream, stratification 
and decolonial solutions 
to discrimination 

- 
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Interactive lecture: 
Purpose of knowledge 
production and intro to 
the group output 
 
Group: work on output 

Group: work on output 
 
 

Group: work on output Group: work on output Group: work on output - 
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