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Staying below global temperature targets

Source: Hausfather, 2021



Unequal Distribution of Historical Emissions Responsibility

Sources: Hickel, 2020; World Resources Institute, 2014



Intersectional Inequality within Europe

Source: Ivanova & Wood, 2020



Emissions Inequality across EU Member States

Source: Gore & Alestig, 2020

Oxfam’s global per capita carbon 
emissions target to stay below 1.5°C 

until 2030:

2.1 tCO2 per year



The Trouble with Negative Emissions Technology

- Anderson & Peters (2016)



The Trouble with ‘Green’ Growth

Wiedmann et al. (2020); Hickel & Kallis (2020); Parrique et al. (2019); Keyßer & Lenzen (2021)





Equitable Downscaling Required



Policy Recommendations

Paradigm/Goals

- Abolish GDP as an indicator
- Decommodify money
- Social enterprises

Rules/Self-organization

- Maximum basic income / wealth limits
- Green taxation
- Job guarantee
- Work-time reduction

“Private sufficiency, public luxury”



Policy Recommendations

“Only a crisis — actual or perceived — produces real change. 
When that crisis occurs, the actions that are taken depend on 
the ideas that are lying around. That, I believe, is our basic 
function: to develop alternatives to existing policies, to keep 
them alive and available until the politically impossible 
becomes politically inevitable.”

Paradigm/Goals

- Abolish GDP as an indicator
- Decommodify money
- Social enterprises

Rules/Self-organization

- Maximum basic income / wealth limits
- Green taxation
- Job guarantee
- Work-time reduction

“Private sufficiency, public luxury”



Discussion Points

(1) Do you think it is fair for Europe to take a steeper cut in emissions out of 
international equity considerations?
(a) After all, it is the current generation that will have to change the most, even though past 

generations caused the emissions.

(2) The decent living scenario consists of 15m2 floor space/cap, 1 
laptop/household, 4kg new clothing per year, 5000-15000 pkm/cap/year, ...
(a) What do you make of this scenario?
(b) How much would your lifestyle change if you transition to this? What aspects in particular?
(c) Where do would you see the most resistant coming from against this scenario?

(3) How does what you learned in your workshop relate to what we discussed?
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